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Tampa native and former Florida Governor Bob Martinez is a Senior 
Policy Advisor at Holland and Knight, LLP and serves on eight non-
profit and corporate boards.  He began his career as a Hillsborough 
County classroom teacher in 1957, and later became the executive 
director of the Hillsborough Classroom Teachers Association.  In 
1975, he became owner operator of the Café Sevilla Spanish Res-
taurant and was appointed to the Southwest Water Management 
District board by Florida Governor Ruben Askew.  
 
Bob Martinez was elected Mayor of Tampa in 1979.  As Mayor, he 
revitalized Tampa’s downtown district, promoted economic devel-
opment initiatives and annexed the University of South Florida and 
thousands of acres north of the university.  In 2008 he co-chaired 
with Jan Platt the successful Hillsborough County referendum 
campaign to pass a bond issue for up to $200 million for the Envi-
ronmental Lands Acquisition and Protection Program.  This pro-
gram was later named for Jan Platt.  
 
Mayor Martinez was elected Governor of Florida in 1986.   While 
Governor, he was recognized for his Preservation 2000 land acqui-
sition program.  Preservation 2000 became the largest government 
conservation land acquisition program in the nation.  
 
Currently, Governor Martinez is on the board of National Retail 
Properties Inc., University of Tampa, Hillsborough Education Foun-
dation, Tampa's Lowry Park Zoo, Tampa-Hillsborough Economic 
Development Corporation, Florida TaxWatch, President University 
Club of Tampa, Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce, Gubernato-
rial Fellows and honorary director of the Florida Council on Eco-
nomic Education. 

Several environmental related honors were awarded to Governor 
Martinez.  The state of Florida named the Tallahassee Department 
of Environmental Protection buildings on Blair Stone Road the Bob 
Martinez Environmental Center, he was named the 1990 Conserva-
tionist of the Year by the National Parks and Conservation Associa-
tion and the American Planning Association Florida Chapter in 2006 
presented him with the Outstanding Contribution to Planning, 
Growth Management and Environmental Protection Award. The 
Hillsborough Education Foundation recognized him for Co-Chairing 
the Student’s First Campaign that raised more than $4 million to 
rebuilt  Nature’s Classroom. that serves as the environmental 
center for sixth grade students that attend Hillsborough public 
schools. 

Governor Martinez received a Bachelor of Science Degree from the 
University of Tampa and a Master of Arts Degree from the Univer-
sity of Illinois and has received six Honorary Doctoral Degrees from 
Universities and Colleges. 

Bob Martinez attended Tampa’s Thomas Jefferson High School 
where he met Mary Jane Marino.   They got married in 1954, and 
are parents to Sharon Marie and Robert Alan and grandparents to 
twins Emily Ida and Lydia Marie Keen, Robert Alejandro Martinez, 
Christine Ysabel Martinez and Frank Serafin Martinez. 

In honor of T. Terrell Sessums, Esq., for years of dedicated 

public service, strong environmental stewardship, and leader-

ship that has made Tampa Bay and all of Florida a better 

place in which to live for all. 

DINNER LECTURE 
& AWARD PRESENTATION 

 
MARCH 19, 2015 

5:30 PM—9:00 PM 
 

UNIVERSITY CLUB OF  
TAMPA 

$40 PER PERSON 
DINNER, DESSERT & 

COFFEE 
CASH BAR 

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCES 
How Can We Influence Change 
Open to the public, this dinner program highlights ways in which 
we can convert all 50 states to wind, water, and solar power 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
USF College of Public Health Dean’s Lecture 
Roadmaps for Transitioning all 50 US  
States to Wind, Water and Solar Power 
for all Purposes 

 
Dr. Mark Jacobson is Director of the  
Atmosphere/Energy Program and Professor 
Of Civil and Environmental Engineering at 
Stanford University.  He is well known for his 
Work on the climate and health impacts of 
Aerosols, and on the technology, practicality 
and benefits of renewable energy resources. 

 

    INFO & REGISTRATION (click here) 
  Marybeth Dunn:  813-444-2750 

 
Co-Sponsors:  PSR/Florida is a non profit organization whose vision is a healthy, just 
and peaceful world for present and future generation.  USF Health is committed to 
improve the full spectrum of health, from the environment, to the community, to the 
individual. 
 
 

  Mark Jacobson, PhD 
       Director of the 
  Atmosphere/Energy 

 
PSR/Florida is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, tax ID# 46-0985992.  $12 of each registration, and all event contri-
butions, will go to further the mission of PSR/Florida. 

http://bit.ly/1y7ZlAq

