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USF DEPARTMENT OF PEDIATRICS
FROM THE CHAIR
I always brag that one of the
strengths of our department, and a
challenge, is our geographic and
programmatic diversity. Expanding
opportunities and partnerships in
Tampa Bay has many benefits. It
allows our faculty to grow clinical
business, builds new experiences for
our learners, and the partnerships
bring opportunities to collaboratively
strengthen our work in the
community. This week our
department starts a new service,
assuming the pediatric hospitalist
program at St. Joseph’s Children’s
Hospital (SJCH). It is a very exciting
initiative that has been in the planning
stages for many months. We have
signed a formal affiliation with Florida
Pediatrics Associates – our primary
intensivists and outstanding clinical
faculty on the Tampa side. Through
this we are hiring 7 of their physicians
who will continue their work at SJCH,
and are adding several additional new
hospitalist physicians. In addition,
several of our Med-Peds faculty who
work at TGH in Internal Medicine will
be rotating and providing coverage at
SJCH, enabling the group to build
pediatric experiences.
USF Peds already provides
infectious disease, nephrology and

CLINICAL CORNER
USF Health’s new identification policy is designed to ensure positive
identification of patients, which will help us to provide accurate, safe and
quality patient care. For all USF Health ambulatory clinics the patients or
parents/guardians will be asked to state the patient’s first and last name and
date of birth prior to any treatment, procedure, specimen collection,
medication administration, etc. This policy, which applies to all employees and
providers who work with patients in our clinics, can be found on the SharePoint
website under Clinical Operations Policies.

CLINICAL TEAM MEMBER OF THE
MONTH
Angela Tetlow, LPN, was July’s Clinical Team Member of
the Month. Angela, who works at the CMS clinic, was
commended for enthusiasm in delivering safe, gentle and
optimal care. Nominators noted that she never hesitates
to help out providers, patients and their families, is
extremely compassionate and kind, and that she works
hard to ensure that patients have a great clinical
experience. Congratulations, Angela!
Rebecca Palencia, CMA, is August’s Clinical Team Member of
the Month. Rebecca, who works at the STC, was commended
for being a great team player. She is always willing to help
out, and goes above and beyond to make sure everything is
taken care of at the clinic. Nominators noted that she loves to
learn new things, and is great with computers and Epic. She is
also compassionate and caring with patients and families.
Congratulations, Rebecca!
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genetics services at SJCH, which has
the largest number of pediatric beds in
Hillsborough County. SJCH sees
53,000 children for pediatric
emergency room visits per year, and
accounts for over 60% of pediatric
admissions in the county. The
American Board of Pediatrics is
developing hospitalist medicine as a
separate sub-specialty, and this service
will give our department a platform to
develop a strong hospitalist group that
can train our residents. We will expand
our training of medical students at
SJCH starting in 2017. Because of the
complexities of GME funding and CMS
rules, we will not be training residents
at SJCH at this time.
In addition to the hospital service,
our group will be staffing the Chronic
Complex Clinic at SJCH. This clinic,
developed by Danny Palencia, MD,
who will remain the Medical Director,
cares for the most complex children
with special health care needs in the
Bay Care network. The clinic is
currently participating in a CMS
Innovation Grant investigating ways to
control costs and hospital admissions
through the Children’s Hospital
Association. Dr. Carol Lilly has begun
to participate in this grant with her
NICU follow-up clinic. The care of
children with special needs is yet
another area where expansion and
partnerships are critical to maximize
benefits for the children of our region.
I would like to thank Caroline
Murphy who has overseen the entire
implementation plan for this contract,
and welcome Wendy Rodriguez who
will be the on-site coordinator. I also
want to thank Al Saltiel and Danny
Placencia for their partnership in
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assuring a smooth transition of
service. We are very grateful to our

PRESENTATIONS
Dr. Michael Fant served as a group leader for a 2-day workshop
sponsored by the National Institute of Child Health and Development in
support of the Human Placenta Project, held April 14-15 at NIH in
Bethesda, MD. The project is developing innovative approaches in the
non-invasive assessment of placental health. The workshop brought
together placental biologists, perinatal clinicians and representatives
from engineering and industry to establish future research and funding
priorities.
A poster titled Depression Screening as a Tool for Improving Clinical Care
of Youth with HIV was presented during the 21st International AIDS
Conference, held July 18-22 in Durban, South Africa. Authors included
Drs. Audra Walsh, Tiffany Chenneville (presenting author), Carina
Rodriguez and Sim Yin Tan, along with several advanced graduate
trainees.
Dr. Panida Sriaroon spoke at the FARE National Food Allergy Conference held
in Orlando May 14-15 during the session titled Life, Health, Hope:
Advancements and Updates in Research and Care.

Dr. Eric Storch participated in the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration’s Clinical Treatment Options
Expert Panel on Obsessive Compulsive
Disorder in Washington, DC on July 6. He is
pictured outside of
SAMSHA headquarters.
Dr. Eric Storch completed his Fulbright award last
month. He is pictured with faculty from Universidad de
Jose Matias Delgado in El Salvador where he gave an
invited lecture.
Dr. Audra Walsh presented a poster titled Depression
Risk Related to Viral Suppression Among Youth with HIV:
Insights From Assessing Depression as Part of the
Standard Protocol of Care at the American Psychological
Association meeting held in Denver, August 4-7. Coauthors were Kimberly O’Leary, Courtney Lynn, Diep
Nguyen, Yan Wang, Carina Rodriguez, Tiffany Chenneville and Katherine
Wesley.

KUDOS
Dr. Adam Lewin was awarded $136,500 from the Tourette
Association of America for his research grant titled Investigating the
Feasibility, Acceptability and Initial Efficacy of a Comprehensive
Transdiagnostic Treatment for Complex Comorbidity in Tourette Disorder.
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RESIDENCY NEWS

Florida Pediatric Association partners
for the strong educational experiences they provide our learners.
In this newsletter we feature new
faculty, including subspecialists Drs.
Christopher Griffith and Tina Ho,
and Dr. Antoinette Spoto-Cannons
who is returning to USF Peds to assume the role of Clinical Educator for
the outpatient clinic. Next month we
will feature our new hospitalists, and
we will sponsor a meet and greet
once all of our new physicians get on
board. For now we give a hearty
WELCOME TO THE BEST
DEPARTMENT!

The first Shaw Elementary School Back to
School Health Fair was held on July 23.
Jeannette Fleischer, ARNP, organized the
medical volunteers. USF medical and
nursing students participated along with Dr.
Jennifer Takagishi and residents including
Drs. Law, Reitsma, Howard, Abrahan,
Desai, Nereim, Cristoforo, Ketchum, and
Harley.
The Plant City Health Fair was held on
July 16, with Drs. Engel, Harley, Liu,
Greenup and Dalsania participating,
along with Jeannette Fleischer, ARNP
and Dr. Sharon Dabrow.

Patricia J. Emmanuel, M.D.

Chair, Department of Pediatrics

The Blake High School Health Fair was held on
Aug 6, with Drs. Blanco, McCrary, Rosado and
Tan participating, along with Jeannette
Fleischer, ARNP and Drs. Soylu and
Desrosiers.

GRAND ROUNDS
September 8
USF Pediatrics: Fostering
Resilience in a Changing
Healthcare Environment
Dr. Patricia Emmanuel

The resident wellness potluck dinner was held July
27 at the home of Dr. Kim Law.

Residents enjoyed their evening at Hamburger
Mary’s in June!

September 15
Trauma and Resilience in Childhood:
Living in the Land of the Giants
Dr. Jennifer McCain
September 22
Scary Rashes
Dr. Karina Vivar
September 29
Emerging Arboviruses: Zika Fever
and Congenital Zika Syndrome
Dr. Silvana Carr

Dr. Sara Sabbagh’s 13-year old CF patient
Kayleigh Morgan drew this wonderful picture
while at TGH. The caption says “Out of my
mess will come a message”.
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SAVE THE DATE

WELCOME NEW FACULTY

October 11
Next faculty meeting

Dr. Christopher Griffith joins the Division of Genetics and
Metabolism as an Assistant Professor. He attended Purdue
University, earned his MD from Indiana University School of
Medicine and completed his pediatric residency at USF in 2000.
After several years working in general pediatrics in Florida, Dr.
Griffith returned to Indiana University where he completed his fellowship in
medical genetics in 2009, and where he has served as an Assistant Clinical
Professor. Dr. Griffith has been actively involved in resident, medical student
and genetic counseling student education. His research interests include new
treatments for patients with various inborn errors of metabolism. Dr. Griffith
is board certified in medical genetics, and is seeing patients at the CMS clinic
and doing consults at TGH.

October 13
The 2016 John Curran Lecture

PEDS IN THE NEWS
An August 15 article in the Tampa
Bay Times featured TGH’s new
pediatric center in east Tampa. The
new 13,700 sq ft facility better
meets the community’s needs, as
described by Dr. Jennifer Takagishi,
the center’s medical director. The
center will provide additional
subspecialty services, and can better
serve children with special health
care needs.
Nurse practitioner Mary Mitchell
was interviewed by WFTS-TB on July
26 about back-to-school vaccines,
and the health fairs that are
providing free immunizations and
physicals to students who are
uninsured or on Medicaid.
Dr. Diane Straub was featured in a
June 16 News Channel 8 report
about intense athletics for kids. Dr.
Straub cautioned that parents
shouldn’t push their children too
early to specialize in sports.
Dr. Lisa Rodriguez was interviewed
by WFLA-TB on June 23 about
summer safety tips including
protection from mosquitoes and
sunburn.

Dr. Tina Ho joins the Division of Neonatology as an Assistant
Professor. She graduated magna cum laude from the University
of Central Florida, earned her DO degree at Nova Southeastern
University, completed her pediatric residency at the Naval
Medical Center in San Diego and her neonatology fellowship at
USF in 2014. She joined the U.S. Air Force in 2011 as a
commissioned medical officer, and prior to her fellowship, served as the
Medical Director and Chief of Pediatrics at the Mike O’Callaghan Federal
Hospital at Nellis Air Force Base in Nevada. Following her fellowship she
joined the Carle Foundation Hospital as an attending neonatologist and
clinical faculty member of the University of Illinois in Urbana/Champaign. Dr.
Ho was the physician lead for the Vermont Oxford Network’s Golden Hour
project in Urbana, and a member of its Micropremie Work Group. She has
been collaborating with the University of Illinois Department of Food Science
and Human Nutrition to study preterm infants’ intestinal microbiota, and will
be continuing her collaboration with Dr. Akhil Maheshwari on projects
related to intestinal microbiota in very low birth weight infants.

NEW EMPLOYEES
Elizabeth Weaver RN, Med-Peds
Wendy Rodriguez, Administrative
Assistant
Meagan Gillespie, Community
Outreach Caseworker
Evelyn Ford, Insurance Specialist
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Dr. Antoinette Spoto-Cannons joins the Division of General
Pediatrics as an Associate Professor. She completed her
undergraduate studies at Emory University, attended medical
school at the University of Miami, and completed her USF
pediatric residency at All Children’s Hospital in 1998. She served
as chief resident at All Children’s Hospital and Tampa General
Hospital from 1998-1999, and completed a primary care faculty development
fellowship program at Michigan State University College of Medicine in 2008.
After completing her pediatric training, Dr. Spoto-Cannons practiced at All
Children’s Hospital, and then joined USF in 2005 as the Director of
Undergraduate Children’s Health Care Education. Dr. Spoto-Cannons left USF
to join Florida Pediatric Associates in November 2009 and has served as the
Practice Center Director of Hospitalist Services at St. Joseph’s Children’s
Hospital, while continuing as a Clinical Affiliate Associate Professor of USF
Peds. Her interests include caring for children with chronic disease, asthma,
patient-centered care, medical education and professionalism. Dr. SpotoCannons is board certified pediatrician, and a Fellow of the American
Academy of Pediatrics. She will be seeing patients at 17 Davis.

NEW & NOTEWORTHY
RESEARCH NEWS

RESIDENT WELCOME PARTY

New Pediatric Clinical Trials

A great time was had by all at the Resident Welcome Party held at the home
of Dr. Patricia Emmanuel on June 18

Investigator: Carina Rodriguez, MD
Title: A phase 2/3, randomized, open
-label, multi-center study to
determine the safety and efficacy of
solithromycin in adolescents and
children with suspected or confirmed
community acquired bacterial
pneumonia. Sponsor: Duke
University
Investigator: Carina Rodriguez, MD
Title: Linking the vulnerable youth
to comprehensive health and
prevention services. Sponsor:
Agency for Healthcare
Administration

Investigator: Amarilis SanchezValle, MD Title: PKU demographics,
outcomes and safety registry.
Sponsor: BioMarin Pharmaceutical,
Inc.

PUBLICATIONS
Adams CD, Hinojosa S, Armstrong K, Takagishi J, Dabrow S. An innovative
model of integrated behavioral health: school psychologists in pediatric
primary care settings. Advances in School Mental Health Promotion, Aug 8,
2016. DOI: 10.1080/1754730X.2016.1215927

Investigator: Tanya Murphy, MD
Title: A randomized, double-blind,
placebo-controlled study to assess
the safety and efficacy of NBI-98854
in adult subjects with Tourette
Syndrome. Sponsor: Neurocrine
Biosciences, Inc.

Dr. Diane Straub is co-author on a publication titled Relationship status
impacts primary reasons for interest in the HPV vaccine among young adult
women. The publication was a highlighted article for Vaccine (vol 34: June 8,
2016, pp3119-3124) which means the article will be free online until Jan
2017. First author Erika Thompson was interviewed, and a picture of the
research team was included in the journal.

Investigator: Amarilis SanchezValle, MD Title: An open-label,
multicenter, expanded access
program for asfotase alpha
treatment for patients with infantileor juvenile-onset hypophosphatasia.
Sponsor: Alexion Pharmaceuticals,
Inc.

Dr. Panida Sriaroon, along with Drs. Richard Lockey and Dennis Ledford,
were selected to participate in a panel discussion titled Systemic Allergic
Reactions in Children. The audio file is available at Pediatric UPDATE, volume
37, July 1, 2016.

EARLY STEPS
The July issue of the Early Steps newsletter is now available online at http://
health.usf.edu/medicine/pediatrics/early-steps/index.htm
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