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Intellectual and Scholarship Integrity 
 
Shared Authorship and Research Education Policy    
USF contains a broad range of academic programs in diverse disciplines, and the USF faculty recognize 
that the conventions on shared authorship and credit for scholarship vary among disciplines. In 
general, sharing in authorship implies both substantive intellectual contributions to the work and also 
approval of the work as it appears in public. Right to authorship credit is not automatically conveyed by 
being the instructor of a course, being a student's major professor, or being a research assistant 
working with faculty and professional researchers; neither is credit automatically prohibited because of 
such status.    
 
Each college/program that includes research education shall include an explicit discussion of shared 
authorship issues and disciplinary conventions as part of the formal curriculum addressing research 
methods and ethics, including the conventions of the discipline's publications.   In addition, each 
college or program shall have a formal statement about shared authorship made available to students 
(such as on a college or program website) or given to students at the same time as they are given 
notice about other program and college expectations.    
 
Each college/program shall also have a written procedure for resolving questions or conflicts about 
shared authorship where students are involved. The college and program may use the same procedure 
for resolving questions for non‐student employees, but the procedure for resolving questions or 
conflicts involving students must address the educational needs of students (e.g., explicitly asking 
about the nature of the research methods and ethics education as experienced by a student involved 
in the case at hand).    
 
This written procedure must be made available to students (such as on a college or program website) 
or given to students at the same time as they are given notice about other program and university 
expectations.    
 
College of Medicine:  
APA: 8.12 Publication Credit  
(a) Psychologists take responsibility and credit, including authorship credit, only for work they have 
actually performed or to which they have substantially contributed. (See also Standard 8.12b, 
Publication Credit.) 
 
(b) Principal authorship and other publication credits accurately reflect the relative scientific or 
professional contributions of the individuals involved, regardless of their relative status. Mere 
possession of an institutional position, such as department chair, does not justify authorship credit. 
Minor contributions to the research or to the writing for publications are acknowledged appropriately, 
such as in footnotes or in an introductory statement. 
 
(c) Except under exceptional circumstances, a student is listed as principal author on any multiple-
authored article that is substantially based on the student's doctoral dissertation. Faculty advisors 
discuss publication credit with students as early as feasible and throughout the research and 
publication process as appropriate. (See also Standard 8.12b, Publication Credit.) 
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