
III.B.2. Droplet Precautions Droplet Precautions are intended to prevent transmission 
of pathogens spread through close respiratory or mucous membrane contact with 
respiratory secretions as described in I.B.3.b. Because these pathogens do not remain 
infectious over long distances in a healthcare facility, special air handling and 
ventilation are not required to prevent droplet transmission. Infectious agents for which 
Droplet Precautions are indicated are found in Appendix A and include B. pertussis, 
influenza virus, adenovirus, rhinovirus, N. meningitides, and group A streptococcus (for 
the first 24 hours of antimicrobial therapy). A single patient room is preferred for 
patients who require Droplet Precautions. When a single-patient room is not available, 
consultation with infection control personnel is recommended to assess the various 
risks associated with other patient placement options (e.g., cohorting, keeping the 
patient with an existing roommate). Spatial separation of > 3 feet and drawing the 
curtain between patient beds is especially important for patients in multi-bed rooms 
with infections transmitted by the droplet route. Healthcare personnel wear a mask (a 
respirator is not necessary) for close contact with infectious patient; the mask is 
generally donned upon room entry. Patients on Droplet Precautions who must be 
transported outside of the room should wear a mask if tolerated and follow Respiratory 
Hygiene/Cough Etiquette. 
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