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Title:  
Health Informatics Initiative

Unit:
USF Health (Medicine, Nursing, Public Health, & School of Physical Therapy)
College:  University of South Florida

Appropriations Bill: U.S. Department of Defense

Agency/Account: Department of the Army
Request, FY 2008: $1,500,000

Previous Appropriation:  $0

Project Description: “Health informatics” has been defined as a discipline that focuses on the use of information and information technology to support clinical care, health services administration, research and education. Health informatics emphasizes the acquisition, storage, retrieval and utilization of clinical, administrative and financial information in health care. However, the term 'health informatics' crosses clinical and professional boundaries. It incorporates all aspects of information management in health care: communication; the use of medical and multi-professional records; language and nomenclature; team-working; confidentiality and security of records; data quality and management; secondary uses of clinical information for activity analysis; quality monitoring; research and planning; knowledge management; decision support; clinical information systems and electronic records, and telemedicine, as well as the use of computers. Currently, health informatics research requires the application of expertise and skills which normally reside in diverse disciplines such as health, computer science, statistics, queuing theory, information science, library science, ethics, law, communications science, and engineering.


Information collected during encounters with the public forms the basis of our knowledge about health and what is necessary to improve health-care delivery. Thus, developing and implementing advanced systems to collect, store, distribute and mine patient information is critical for the improvement of health care delivery and to maximize resource utilization. Accurate and timely information is critical for an efficient integrated health care system.


This proposal requests funds to support the development of a Health Informatics Initiative at USF Health that will be jointly sponsored by the three component Colleges. Committed resources to support the formal collaboration between the Colleges of Medicine, Nursing and Public Health at the University of South Florida together with the participation of a number of clinical affiliates that include the Tampa General Hospital, the James A. Haley Veteran’s Hospital and the Shriner’s Hospitals are essential in order for USF to continue to expand its national/international research stature and to provide the most advanced educational opportunities for both its medical and graduate students and postdoctoral trainees.


This initiative is a natural addition to the research, education and patient care missions of USF Health and would take advantage of current Health Informatics expertise present in the three colleges and the clinical affiliates. With the new Center for Advanced Health Care facilities and the application of an electronic medical records system, the Informatics capacity provided by this proposal will provide exceptional opportunities for research and to develop an exemplary patient care model for USF and the region.  This initiative will also serve to enhance the development of collaborations with other USF colleges that include Business Administration and Engineering together with several nationally-known businesses that develop health informatics software and applications in the region. The initiative is designed to leverage the strengths of the region’s related enterprise to create innovative and novel solutions, together with new technologies and products that will address current societal needs and improve the quality of health care in Florida. Funds for this initiative will be used to enhance collaborative development of the program jointly sponsored by the College’s of Medicine, Nursing and Public Health, stimulate employment of research faculty and staff and to expand common areas of research interest in Health Informatics, and to fund research programs in the following areas:

· Medical Imaging and the portability of image analyses

· Development of novel software applications and database administration

· Analyses of professional and consumer evaluations of current health informatics models

· Development of advanced training programs in Health Informatics.


Development of advanced training programs together with novel software applications of health informatics has direct applications to managing and advancing healthcare in the military. Funding will also provide additional research opportunities that are critical to expanding graduate and post-doctoral training of future researchers in this important health-related field.

Ultimately, the objective of this initiative is to enhance and encourage both instructional and research collaboration, support true interdisciplinary activities, and encourage the translation of research to commercial application that benefits all of society.
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  II.      Please provide the following in relation to the above proposed project
 
Relationship of the project to significant priorities:
 
	Relatedness to
USF Health Goals
http://hsc.usf.edu/publicaffairs/
 
	Which USF Health Goals would be addressed?
 
_X______  National Prominence
 
_X______  Focused Research Programs
 
_X______  Creative Educational Model
 
_______  Entrepreneurial Clinical Practice
 
_X______  Collaborative Initiatives
 

	Relatedness to 
USF Goals
http://www.ods.usf.edu/plans/strategic/
 
	Which USF goals would be addressed?
 
_X______  Expanding world-class interdisciplinary research, creative & scholarly endeavors
 
_X______  Promoting globally competitive undergraduate, graduate and professional programs
 
_X______  Expanding local and global engagement to strengthen healthy communities
 
_X______  Enhancing all sources of revenue & financial management
 
 

	Relatedness to 
BOG Goals
http://www.ods.usf.edu/state/
 
	Which BOG goals would be addressed?
 
_X______ World-Class academic programs & research capacity
 
_X______  Statewide professional & workforce needs
 
_X______ Access to and production of degrees
 
_X______  Community needs & institutional responsibilities
 
 

	Relatedness to 
Federal Priorities
http://www.ods.usf.edu/plans/fed/
 
	Which Federal goals would be addressed?
 
_______ Homeland Security
 
_X______  Health Objectives for the Nation
 
_______  High-End computing & networking
 
_______  National nanotechnology initiative
 
_______  Energy Security
 
_______  Understanding Complex Biological Systems
 
_______  Environment
 
__X_____  Scientific Literate Public
 
__X_____  Support Interdisciplinary Research
 
_______  Advance fundamental Scientific Discovery
 
 


 
          III.      Additional information you wish to provide regarding this project.
 

