College of Public Health – Priority # 2

New, Year 1


Title:  Institute to Combat Obesity in Early Childhood
Unit:
Colleges of Public Health, Medicine and Education
University:
University of South Florida
Appropriations Bill:  Labor/DHHS
Agency/Account: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Coordinating Center for Health Promotion, National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, Nutrition and Physical Activity Program
FY 2008 Request:  $2,000,000
Previous Appropriations:  None
Planned University Partners:  The Institute will represent a collaboration of faculty and researchers within the School of Physical Education, Wellness, and Sport Studies, College of Education, and Colleges of Medicine, Public Health, Nursing, the Department of Psychology, Center for Research on Children's Development & Learning, and the Preschool for Creative Learning at the University of South Florida, as well as professional organizations National Association for the Education of Young Children NAEYC), and American Alliance for Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance (AAHPERD).
Description of the Project:  There is an emerging epidemic of sedentary lifestyles in the United States, in part an outcome of increased physical inactivity, poor nutrition and increased use of technology, which has increased obesity levels and added to the growing incidence of Type II diabetes.  This epidemic impacts skyrocketing health care costs and reduces economic productivity.  The National Center for Health Statistics suggests over 60 million adults are obese. The percentage of young people who are overweight has more than tripled since 1980.  Over 9 million adolescents are considered overweight.  The early childhood age group (infants through 8 years) is under researched and significant public health initiatives are critically underdeveloped.  
This project is a collaborative effort to address the growing national problem of pediatric physical inactivity, poor nutrition, and obesity in early childhood by creating, implementing, evaluating, and promoting programs to assist children in becoming physically active and healthy throughout life.  Support and interaction with our Sports Medicine program in the College of Medicine will also provide valuable expertise, program direction and medical assessments to enhance program outcomes.  Specific goals are as follows: (1) create, implement and evaluate model early childhood physical activity and nutrition programs; (2) develop educational materials, equipment, refine, and conduct research on the program; (3) develop training sites; and (4) create a national dissemination center including an educational web site to disseminate research findings and assessments, educational materials and equipment to teachers, parents, schools, and health and nutrition professionals throughout the country.  For the continued health of our nation it is imperative that young children develop the positive knowledge, attitudes, and practices that enhance physical activity and nutrition throughout life.
Contact:  

Donna Peterson, DSc

Steven Klasko, MD, MBA
Colleen Kennedy, PhD
Dean, COPH


Dean, COM


Dean, COE
813-974-6603


813-974-2196


813-974-3400
dpeterson@health.usf.edu
sklasko@health.usf.edu
dkennedy@coedu.usf.edu
            II.      Please provide the following in relation to the above proposed project

Relationship of the project to significant priorities:

	Relatedness to

USF Health Goals

http://hsc.usf.edu/publicaffairs/

	Which USF Health Goals would be addressed?

____x___  National Prominence

_____x__  Focused Research Programs

_______  Creative Educational Model

_______  Entrepreneurial Clinical Practice

____x___  Collaborative Initiatives



	Relatedness to 

USF Goals

http://www.ods.usf.edu/plans/strategic/

	Which USF goals would be addressed?

____x___  Expanding world-class interdisciplinary research, creative & scholarly endeavors

_______  Promoting globally competitive undergraduate, graduate and professional programs

___x____  Expanding local and global engagement to strengthen healthy communities

_______  Enhancing all sources of revenue & financial management



	Relatedness to 

BOG Goals

http://www.ods.usf.edu/state/

	Which BOG goals would be addressed?

____x___ World-Class academic programs & research capacity

_______  Statewide professional & workforce needs

_______ Access to and production of degrees

___x____  Community needs & institutional responsibilities



	Relatedness to 

Federal Priorities

http://www.ods.usf.edu/plans/fed/

	Which Federal goals would be addressed?

_______ Homeland Security

___x____  Health Objectives for the Nation

_______  High-End computing & networking

_______  National nanotechnology initiative

_______  Energy Security

_______  Understanding Complex Biological Systems

_______  Environment

____x___  Scientific Literate Public

___x____  Support Interdisciplinary Research

_______  Advance fundamental Scientific Discovery




          III.      Additional information you wish to provide regarding this project.

 
