College of Public Health – Priority # 1

Renewal, Year 9 


Title:  Enhancement of Public Health Preparedness Against Bioterrorism

Unit:  College of Public Health

University:  University of South Florida 

Appropriations Bill:  Department of Defense
Agency/Account:  Countermeasures to Chemical and Biological Defense/Rapid Response
Request, FY 08:  $5 million 

Past Appropriations:    $3.2 M (00); $6.5 M (01); $8.6 M (02); $7.7 M (03); $7.3 M (04); $8.5 M (05); $8.5(06); $4.5 (07)
Project Narrative:  Successful identification and response to a weapon of mass destruction or naturally occurring infectious disease event requires the skillful coordination of surveillance, laboratory research, technology development, training and coordination. The Center for Biological Defense (CBD) conducts research and development in key areas necessary for strengthening public health response to a bioterrorism (BT) or naturally occurring infectious disease incident. Liaison with community agencies and collaboration with Florida State University System (SUS) members are major strengths of our approach.  The Florida Biodefense Research Consortium (FBRC), comprised of Florida SUS institutions collaborating with and supported through the CBD on various biodefense research projects, has expanded each year since 2001.  Over fifteen biodefense research projects are funded in the sixth year of our Department of Defense contract.  Funding for FBRC projects has averaged approximately 50% of the total award each year. 

Our collaborative effort supports the full spectrum of research activity – from basic research developing new technologies for agent detection and identification in the laboratory, to operational research and applications in the field providing information, materials and training to first responders, health providers and the media. Since the inception of the CBD, over 25,000 people have been trained.   Detection technologies will continue to be investigated and evaluated to improve their sensitivity and specificity to further protect the Nation’s infrastructure to keep food, water, and air safe.

The USF Center for Biological Defense (CBD) and the College of Public Health’s (COPH) Department of Global Health are collaborating in a Global Health Infectious Disease Research (GHIDR) initiative, capitalizing on the dedicated space to support biodefense and emerging infectious disease research in the Interdisciplinary Research Building (IDRB) on campus.  The GHIDR core will emphasize basic and applied research including fundamental infectious diseases biology and epidemiology, drug discovery and development, novel diagnostics and vaccines. The leveraging of both COPH and CBD resources has permitted further build-out of laboratory space in the IDRB and the recruitment of world class faculty.  We plan to further enhance this expansion. 
To continue the important research critical to national security, and to expand collaborative research among the Florida Universities on projects of national priority, we request $10 million for the FY 08 appropriation.  A budget overview and component categories are provided below.
College of Public Health


Laboratory, Education and Administrative Cores:

$2,250,000 

Global Health Infectious Disease Research (GHIDR):

$1,000,000 

Virology Core:






$1,000,000 

Total








$4,250,000

State University System


Florida Biodefense Research Consortium (SUS-wide):

$4,500,000 

Total:








$4,500,000
College of Arts and Sciences


Detection Technologies:





$1,250,000 

Total:








$1,250,000

Grand Total:








$10,000,000

 


Contact:


Donna Peterson, DSc


John Skvoretz, PhD

Dean, College of Public Health
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences


813-974-6603



813-974-2804

dpeterson@health.usf.edu

skvoretz@cas.usf.edu
            II.      Please provide the following in relation to the above proposed project

Relationship of the project to significant priorities:

	Relatedness to

USF Health Goals

http://hsc.usf.edu/publicaffairs/

	Which USF Health Goals would be addressed?

____x__  National Prominence

____x__  Focused Research Programs

_______  Creative Educational Model

_______  Entrepreneurial Clinical Practice

____x__  Collaborative Initiatives



	Relatedness to 

USF Goals

http://www.ods.usf.edu/plans/strategic/

	Which USF goals would be addressed?

___x____  Expanding world-class interdisciplinary research, creative & scholarly endeavors

_______  Promoting globally competitive undergraduate, graduate and professional programs

____x___  Expanding local and global engagement to strengthen healthy communities

______    Enhancing all sources of revenue & financial management



	Relatedness to 

BOG Goals

http://www.ods.usf.edu/state/

	Which BOG goals would be addressed?

____x___ World-Class academic programs & research capacity

____x___  Statewide professional & workforce needs

_______   Access to and production of degrees

____x___  Community needs & institutional responsibilities



	Relatedness to 

Federal Priorities

http://www.ods.usf.edu/plans/fed/

	Which Federal goals would be addressed?

___x____ Homeland Security

____x___  Health Objectives for the Nation

_______  High-End computing & networking

_______  National nanotechnology initiative

_______  Energy Security

_______  Understanding Complex Biological Systems

_______  Environment

____x___  Scientific Literate Public

____x__  Support Interdisciplinary Research

_______  Advance fundamental Scientific Discovery




          III.      Additional information you wish to provide regarding this project.

 
This is a Florida Universities System-Wide Project

