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Project to Advance Clinical Education
Keeping PACE with the health care needs of our region

PACE Interim Report to the Student Body

NOTE:  This report has been prepared with the assistance of student representatives, and is an abbreviated version of a complete report that is found on the website (www.hsc.usf.edu/ocme/pace).   

Introduction

An Interim Report is now ready for presentation.  Students have been involved in the PACE process from its inception.  Students are welcomed to participate in the implementation phase of the project as well. 

The recommendation that was forwarded to the Curriculum Committee had four elements:

· A structure

· Principles regarding types of patient encounters

· Principles regarding program and student assessment

· Resources needed for success (faculty, finance, oversight, etc)

The abbreviated report that follows will emphasize the curricular structure.  The other elements are included in the full document.

Recommended Curricular Structure 

Year Three:  The following diagram represents the current model proposed for year 3.  A longitudinal ambulatory clinic experience will also be included for the purpose of mentoring and role modeling of patient centered care.  The order and organization of the clerkships are not established, and this scheme is shown for illustration purposes only.  Topics included in an Integrated Longitudinal Curriculum will be embedded where appropriate in each of the 6 clerkships.  
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The topics included in the ILC are shown in the following table:

	Integrated Longitudinal Curriculum

	Disease prevention and health promotion

	EBM

	End of life care

	Ethics

	Nutrition

	Pain Management

	Pathology and Lab Medicine

	Patient safety and medical errors

	Professional communication (with patients and others)

	Radiology

	System Based Practice


The Year Four Proposals are described below:

	General Critical Care Rotation
	Advanced Critical Care Rotation
	Oncology Selective (includes a core didactic seminar series)
	TBD
	Web based course (extends over most of year)
	5 months elective
	2 months unscheduled for interview/

USMLE study


1. Critical Care:  This is currently a well-received course, and will be slightly modified by dividing the course into 2 four-week blocks: 

a. General Critical Care:  This rotation would include much of the didactic material, use of simulators, a procedures curriculum, ACLS, and some critical care unit exposure.

b. Advanced Critical Care Acting Internship:  A group of selectives would be developed to meet this requirement, but would likely include:  MICU, PICU, CCU, CSU, SICU, NICU, Neuro ICU, Burn ICU. Block b will immediately follow block a.  

2. Oncology Clerkship.  During this course, there will be a formal organized didactic program that includes material appropriate for all students.    A group of selectives would be developed to meet the clinical requirement for this clerkship.  These selectives might include:  

a. Program based experiences:  (for example:  head and neck, GI, Breast, Cutaneous, Thoracic, Ortho/Sarcoma, Gyn, Pediatric, etc.)

b. Departmental based experiences:  (for example:  medical oncology, surgical oncology, radiation oncology, palliative care, cancer prevention and screening)

3. One month of senior year requirement to be set aside as To Be Determined (TBD) in case the volume of content currently destined for the year 3 program is too great and some of the content must be moved elsewhere.  If the year 3 program is designed without this concern, the TBD month would not be used.  (Some discussion about dermatology and musculoskeletal diseases to be placed here).

4. Web-based core didactic course:  A number of topics have been identified as important, but currently underemphasized in the curricular program.  This list will continue to grow over the course of the planning period. As such a list is developed, many of the topics will be distributed to other courses.   Those that remain will be presented as a web-based course during the fourth year.  As a web-based course, it would not occupy a “block” and permit the retention of flexibility in the fourth year program. (Examples included:  Genetics, Nutrition, Dermatology, Pain and Palliative Care, Substance Abuse, Domestic Violence, Ethics, Business of Medicine, Medical Economics, Legal Issues, Documentation, CME, Lifelong Learning, Literature Searching, Information Management, Application of Clinical Basic Sciences, Teaching, Professionalism, Interdisciplinary Care Teams.)  

5. Diversity in Education.   The current requirement that students may take no more that four courses in any one discipline was re-affirmed.  It was recommended that students be reminded to diversify their education, taking care not to be monolithic in an approach to the fourth year schedule.  

6. A portfolio system will be developed to assure that students are participating in the learning experiences necessary to master the core learning objectives of the College of Medicine.  

A series of committees are planned as we move to the implementation phase of the project.  Students are invited to join these committees as student input is very much appreciated.  If you are interested, please contact Dr. Wallach, Jen Sparks, or Aman Bhullar as soon as possible.
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