
SUMMARY OF DETERMINANTS 

Determinants of Tobacco Behaviors among Sarasota Youth 

  Target Behavior Smoking Initia-
tion 

Recent 
Smoking 

  Population All Ever Smoke 
Social Norms   
  Perception of number of kids who smoke X   

 Belief that when kids smoke, they are usually with 
friends  X 

  Refusal Skills X X 
Perceptions of Access to Tobacco X  
Perceived Benefits of Smoking     

 Belief that smoking helps kids get back at parents X  
  Emotional Benefits of Smoking X X 
 Social Image Benefits of Smoking   

Perceived Costs of Smoking     
 Belief that smoking tastes bad X X 

 Belief that kids who take cigarettes to school will 
get caught  X 

Parental Influence     

 Perception about whether mother would be dis-
appointed if she caught youth smoking X X 

  Listening to parental advice about smoking   X 

 Belief that parents think it is OK for child to smoke   

  Freedom to make own decisions about friends   X 
Background Characteristics   
  Race   X 
 Family Structure X  
  Grade Level X X 
 Grades Usually Earned in School X  
  Number of Hours Spent in Paid Job X   
 Frequency of Involvement in Sports X  
  Depression X   

 
 


