Biostatistics Consultation
Existing Studies
What do I need to bring for the first consultation?

If you are requesting assistance for an existing study, please bring the following:

1) Your study protocol, 

2) Your data dictionary, 

3) Your database (CD, email or flash drive)

4) Your research questions
5) Your research outcome(s) and how you plan to measure it.

6) Relevant research articles
What’s a “data dictionary”?

A data dictionary provides a list of the variable names in your database, a brief summary of what each variable is, as well as the range of possible values that each variable may take.  This helps the statistician to read through your database easily and also allows them to perform data integrity checks and cleaning of your database if necessary. A data dictionary is also an excellent way to keep track of your variables, especially if abbreviations are used in your database.  If you have any questions about the data dictionary, feel free to ask the statistician. See below for an example:

	Variable Name
	Description
	Valid Values

	Gender
	Patient’s gender
	M,F  or 1=M, 2 =F

	Surv_mon
	Patient’s survival in months
	.001 – 160

	Surg
	Patient’s surgery status
	1= yes, 2= no or Yes, No

	Race
	Patient’s Race
	AA=African American, H=Hispanic….

	age
	Patient’s Age
	11- 35


Biostatistics Consultation
New Studies

What do I need to bring for the first consultation?

If you are requesting assistance for a new study, please bring the following:

1) Your study protocol(if applicable), 

2) Your Research Questions

3) Relevant articles
Sample size calculation
If sample size estimation is needed, we will need the following information. (It’s okay if the only information available is an “educated guess”) 
1). If the outcome is continuous (such as height or weight), we need:  

· The average value and the standard deviation of the control group;

· The estimated difference between the control and treatment group;

2). If the outcome is dichotomous (such as: yes/no response), we need:

· The average proportion of the control group or the population;

· The estimated difference between the control and the treatment group;

