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Mission Statement

The mission of the Center for Hospice, Palliative Care &-Bfilife
Studies at USF is to:

x optimize care and systems of care for patients and families faced wahrable diseases by
x generating new knowledge through interdisciplinary research,
x using that knowledge to educate health and human service professionals, and

x influencing public policy that supports quality exidife care.
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An Academic-:Community Partnership

The Center for Hospice, Palliative Care & EofdlLife Studies at USF is a collaborative

research and education center that creates a unique partnership between University membel
hospice and palliative care community provider agencies. The Center partnership includes fc
ing sponsors USF Health; Suncoast Hospice; and HPC Healthcare, Inc. and sponsor partner

Moffitt Cancer Center; Hope Healthcare Services; and Tidewell.

The Center is a fully integrated partnership between community organizations and USF i
terms of governance,_ Bi nancial support, a
briefly below, and more information can b
http://hsc.usf.edu




The Center reviewed Graduate Assistant applications in response to the Spring 2009 deadline, and
funded the project proposed hiathan Heflick, Doctoral Student in Social Psychology at the USF. The topic

of his research is AThe Role of Symbolic | mmorta
follows:  Lifton (1979) put forth a notion of symbolic immortality, which is the sense that one can achieve
i mmortality in the memories of others and throug

endures beyond individual death. Although its role in death coping has never bee
guantitatively tested in a terminally ill population, research on terror management
ory (Greenberg, Solomon & Pyszczynski, 1986) indicates that reminders of mortg
increase the pursuit of symbolic immortality, and symbolic immortality allows peoj
to think about their own death with less defensive reactions. This study proposes
if having Hospice patients focus on how they will be remembered and what they
contributed will make them view their life more positively and death less negative
doing so, a highly supported theoretical framework will be applied to death and dying

research, and in turn, aid future research in the area. Most importantly though, the proposed research aims t
serve the ultimate goal of helping individuals face death with greater peace and dignity. Mr. Heflick was
funded during the Fall 2088pring 2010 term.

Jillian A. Tullis , former Center Graduate Research Assistantship recipient com-
pleted her Ph.D. in May 2009 and accepted a tenure track position at the University of
North Carolina Charlotte. Congratulations!
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