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Research Plan

Limit Sections A through D to 6 pages.

A.  Specific Aims:  
List the broad, long-term objectives and what the specific research proposed in this application is intended to accomplish. State hypotheses or research questions.
B.  Background and Significance
Briefly describe the background leading to the present application.  Critically evaluate existing knowledge/research, and specifically identify the gap this project addresses. Pilot Project applications are not expected to have pilot data, but past experience in the area can be presented here.  Describe the scientific evidence to support the hypotheses.  There should be a subsection describing how the application fits into NORA.

C.  Research Design and Methods
Describe the research design and procedures to be used to accomplish the specific aims of the project.  All instruments and methods must be clearly described.  Include a clear, specific description of how the data will be collected, analyzed, and interpreted in the context of the hypotheses.  A power analysis, if possible, should be provided.  Provide a tentative sequence or timetable for the project. 
D.  Dissemination Plan and Future Research
Describe how the results will (1) be used to fulfill Ph.D. requirements and/or provide pilot data for a grant application, (2) be communicated within your institution and in professional venues (presentations and publications), and (3) fit into a larger program of research including inter-disciplinary and inter-institutional activity. 
Provide names of the journals or names of conferences presentations to which you plan to submit this research.

E.  Human/Animal Subjects:  
If the study involves human subjects, even if exempt, the application must describe the subject population, including anticipated number, age range, sample selection process, and setting. Describe the research material obtained from the subjects.  Describe plans for recruitment of subjects and the consent procedures to be followed, potential risks and benefits, procedures for minimizing risks, and subject confidentiality.  If animal subjects are involved, provide justification, type, age/weight, and number.
F.  Literature Cited
List all references using an acceptable standard format.  Each reference must include a title, names of all authors, book or journal title, volume number, page numbers, and year of publication.  References should be limited to relevant and current literature.
G.  Consultants/Faculty Advisor
Briefly describe the role of Faculty Advisor and any consultants.  Letters confirming role on project should be included for each consultant.
H.  Resources

Describe the facilities including laboratory, clinical, computer, office, and other resources to be used in the conduct of this study. 
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